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My practice  is built  around  intimacy  and  interaction . I  aim  to  tell  stories  through  the  exploration  of  paper,  drawing,  
and  the  use  of  thread . My practice  is as much  an exploration  of  paperôs sculptural  qualities  and  sewingôs potential  to  
become  a drawing  as it  is about  portraiture  and  the  use  of  line . While  hosting  interactive  drawing  events,  the  
Drawing  Sessions,  I  create  temporary  connections  with  the  public,  who  sit  for  short  portrait  drawings . These  
drawings  become  embodiments  of  the  affective  moments  between  my  sitters  and  I,  containing  a likeness,  but  also  
the  moment  of  interaction . I  then  translate  the  temporary  connection,  love,  abandonment  and  awkwardness  into  
three -dimensional  paper  artworks  and  installations . These  temporary  connections  become  obsessive,  emotive  
retellings . 

Creating  the  three -dimensional  pieces  involves  intensive  cutting,  tearing  and  sewing . Paper  is then  not  only  a 
container  for  drawings ;  I  embrace  the  sculptural  qualities  of  paper,  letting  paper  occupy  a space . These  artworks  
play  with  light,  shadow  and  movement . I  dissect  the  interactions,  reframing  and  translating  the  connections  made  
into  bodily  artworks,  which  attempt  to  activate  the  space  they  inhabit . I  am  focussed  on  looking  closer  and  
questioning  what  happens  when  we  alter  the  limitations  of  our  everyday  interactions . By focussing  on  the  small  
moments  that  exist  between  myself  and  the  sitter,  I  explore  ways  that  we  can  foster  mutual  recognition  and  
connection .

Odette  Graskie  (b .1993 ) lives  in  Johannesburg,  South  Africa . She  works  with  paper,  thread,  and  drawing . Her  
artworks  investigate  human  interaction  and  affective  connection . Graskie  has  been  a professional  artist  since  2016  
and  completed  her  MA in  Visual  Arts  (cum  laude)  through  the  University  of  Johannesburg  in  2023 .

In  2019 , Graskie  participated  in  the  London  Summer  Intensive  at  the  Slade  School  of  Art,  which  featured  a group  
show  at  Camden  Arts  Centre . She  has  also  participated  in  artist  residencies  in  Guernsey  and  Poland . Graskieôs work  
has  been  exhibited  at  the  Invested  Cape  Town  Art  Fair  (2024 ),  1: 54  Contemporary  Art  Fair  in  London  (2022 ),  the  
Turbine  Art  Fair  (2018 , 2020 )  and  Paper  Positions  Berlin  (2025 ) . 

Graskie  has  participated  in  various  group  exhibitions  at  Berman  Contemporary  since  2020 . In  2023 , she  opened  her  
Masters  solo  exhibition,  a line,  a thread,  a conversation,  followed  by  Side  Quest  in  2024 , both  held  at  Berman  
Contemporary

Odette  Graskie  is represented  by  Berman  Contemporary . 

Instagram  @ohdette
Website :  odettegraskie .com
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ARTIST RESUME
Solo exhibitions
2024    Side quest, curator Shenaz  Mahomed, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg
2023    A LINE, A THREAD, A CONVERSATION ï Masters Exhibition, curator -  Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg  
2019          The Sorrows, AVA Gallery, Cape Town 
2018         Human Noise, Millennium Gallery,  Pretoria
2017         Ambedo , Baltic Centre for Contemporary Arts, Ustka , Poland

Group Exhibitions
2025    Through form & meaning, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg
2024    Summer Muse, curator Candice Berman, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg
2024    #ARTladies , curator Candice Berman, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg
2024    Pretty Brilliant, curator -  Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg
2023    THE 2020ôs: new forms of abstraction ï part 2, curator -  Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg
2023    #ARTladies, online exclusive, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg
2023  THE 2020ôs: new forms of abstraction ï part 1, curator -  Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg
2022    THE ANNUAL SUMMER SHOW, curator -  Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg  
2022  Im /perfect Balance, curator Fadzai Muchemwa , Ayanda Fine Art, Düsseldorf, Germany 
2022    THE ANNUAL WINTER SHOW, curator Morgan Kunhardt, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 
2022    WORKS ON PAPER, curator -  Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 
2022  THE ANNUAL SUMMER SHOW, curator -  Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 
2021    THE LIMINAL SPACE, curator Morgan Kunhardt, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 
2021    PAPER ADVENTURES, curator -  Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 
2021        Making and Interpreting Art in 2021, SARChI , curator Dineke  van der Walt
2021  ANNUAL SUMMER SHOW, curated -  Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 
2020        LABYRINTHINE, curator -  Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg  
2019        London Summer Intensive Final Group Show, Slade School of Art, London  
2019        London Summer Intensive Work In Progress Show, Camden Arts Centre, London  

Art Fairs
2025    Paper Positions Berlin, Berman Contemporary, Berlin
2025    Investec Cape Town Art Fair, Berman Contemporary, Cape Town
2024    Investec Cape Town Art Fair, Berman Contemporary, Cape Town
2022    1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair London, Berman Contemporary, London
2020   Turbine Art Fair, The New Vanguard, Berman Contemporary,  Johannesburg
2018    Turbine Art Fair Installations Program, Johannesburg
2017    RMB Talent Unlocked with Assemblage at Turbine Art Fair, Johannesburg

Residencies
2023  LOOK AND SEE MORE Art Foundation, The Old Mushroom Farm, KwaZulu -Natal
2020    Residency at the Gatehouse Gallery, Guernsey, UK
2019    London Summer Intensive Residency, Slade School of Art, London, UK  
2018    ABSA LôAtelier Top 100, ABSA Gallery, Johannesburg
2018   Featured installation artist at Turbine Art Fair, Johannesburg  
2017   Residency at Baltic Gallery of Contemporary Art, Slupsk , Poland

Publications 
2022    Works on Paper exhibition at Berman Contemporary allows for viewers to engage with the    
   artistsô process of creating, Edward Tsumele , February 2022
2021  The 10 artists participating in The Liminal Space exhibition at Berman Contemporary test artistic   
   limits, Edward Tsumele , August 2021
2020   Taalgenoot , Odette Graskie , Van Guernsey na die Franse platteland, October 2020
2020 Nedbank Art Collection, Youth Day, Odette Graskie, September 2020 
2020  New vanguard of artists steaming ahead at RMB Turbine Art Fair Edward Tsumele , 
   City Life Arts, August 2020
2019       Rooi  Rose, Veelsydig , July 2019
2019        The Artizens  Blog, Odette Graskie  shares emotional experiences and storytelling through drawings   
               and immersive fabric installation artworks, April 2019

Videos 
2020  RMB Starlight Classics, Symphony Drawings, Odette Graskie  
2019   RMB Starlight Classics Animation, Orchestra Drawing, Odette Graskie  

Collections
2020       Nedbank Collection
2017         Baltic Gallery of Contemporary Art Permanent Collection  
2016         Department of Arts and Culture Collection

Education
2023    MA in Visual Arts, Cum Laude,  University of Johannesburg
2015       BA Fine Arts Cum Laude, University of Pretoria
2011       Matriculated from Helpmekaar  Kollege , Johannesburg
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Fibres of a Universe, 2024
Ink on Frabriano, handmade paper and Canson paper with thread
150 x 230 x 9 cm
Framed 165 x 245 x 9.5 cm
Framed in a white wooden frame with (AR) anti - reflective glass

ñSide Quest  is a body  of  work  by  Odette  Graskie  that  showcases  a visual  narrative  of  her  natural  gravitation  

towards  human  connection,  play,  poetry  and  curiosity . Layered  with  an obsessiveness  in  exploring  mediums  

through  portraiture  -  in  this  reflective  method  of  making,  Graskie  shifts  towards  her  own  curiosity  about  her  

practice  (currently  and  as far  as her  childhood)  as the  driving  force . This  in  itself  serves  as a ñside questò for  

Graskie  in  exploring  a more  nuanced  view  of  human  interaction  and  her  role  in  this . Graskie  questions  and  

explores  her  methods  in  a mindful  manner,  pondering  over  amusing  thoughts  such  as how  to  capture  longing  in  a 

book?  Or how  to  feel  a line  on  paper?  

Graskieôs love  for  meaningful  interaction  and  human  connection  is made  clear  in  the  processes  she  constantly  

considers  the  viewer  experience  and  encourages  them  to  be active  participants  in  her  artworks . A kaleidoscope  of  

accumulated  portraits  -  merging,  meshing,  weaving,  overlapping  and  layered  -  the  tactile  and  organic  nature  of  

the  artworks  mimic  the  nature  of  human  relationships  itself . The  delicate  and  subtle  embroidered/threaded  

surfaces  speak  to  the  fragility  of  connections  -  the  nurturing  and  efforts  put  into  maintaining  and  strengthening  

ties .

ñIn ñFibers of  a Universeò we  see how  the  layered  drawings  and  dense  ink  parts  highlight  the  complexity  of  

building,  nurturing  and  growing  our  outlook  and  bond  with  people  around  us. The titles  of  the  works  serve  as a 

prompt  or  clue  to  the  kind  of  uncertainties  we  collectively  face .ò ï Curator  Shenaz  Mahomed

Side quest | 2024
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Through the Window (Really a Mirror) I, 2023
Paper Sculpture -  ink on Fabriano
70 x 50 x 45 cm
Framed 87 x 67 x 35 cm
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Can these faces be a language?, 2024
Ink on handmade, Somerset and Nepalese Washi 
paper with thread
60 x 51 x 6 cm
Framed 72 x 79 x 9.5 cm

Framed in a white wooden frame with
(AR) anti - reflective glass 

How do you hide?, 2024
Ink on handmade, Nepalese Washi and Fabriano 
Paper with thread 
41 x 21 x 5.5 cm
Framed 56 x 37 x 9 cm

Framed in a white wooden frame with 
(AR) anti - reflective glass 
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Where do these tunnels lead?, 2024
Paper sculpture -  Ink on Fabriano paper
74 x 50 x 47 cm
Framed 80 x 57 x 52 cm  
Framed in a white wooden frame with 
(AR) anti - reflective glass
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The card showed me a mirror I, 2023
Paper sculpture -  ink on Nepalese Washi paper and hand -made paper with 
embedded thread
48 x 65 x 7 cm
Framed 65 x 84 x 12 cm
Framed in a white wooden frame with (AR) anti - reflective glass 

I always feel sorry for rooms with too -small windows. I want a room with light spilling in, air flowing, freshness 

dripping off the windowpanes. That is the easiest place for me to breathe. If I were a place, that is the where I 

would be.

Iôve been wondering what my windows would show, if I were a room. My work has become a window; my drawings 

openings to the world outside of me. Prisms of back and forth, between me and you, you and me. A push and pull. 

Your outside, marked with that inner life carried by the face. My inside ï my perception, framing, projection ï 

moving through the mechanisms of the outer ï hands following eyes across the page.

When I draw, we become the windows. Inside life reflected on mottled panes. I imagine the inner world carried 

from hints gleaming through the surface. Some windows are mirrors. A distant, less distant, distortion ï wherein I 

can find pieces of belonging. When I draw, you become the mirrors ï I am hopelessly searching for myself by 

finding another.

I will draw windows, to find you, to find the world, to find me.

For now, I am a room, light spilling in.

LIGHT SPILLING IN | 2024
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How do you hide?, 2024
Ink on handmade, Nepalese Washi and Fabriano Paper with thread 
41 x 21 x 5.5 cm
Framed 56 x 37 x 9 cm

Framed in a white wooden frame with 
(AR) anti - reflective glass 
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Unfolding Together, 2024
Artist book
Edition of 83 plus 5 artist's proofs
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