MATERIALITY MATTERS
24 September – 15 November 2022
Barbara Schroeder, DuduBloom More, Gina van der Ploeg, Kutlwano Monyai,
Rohini Amratlal, Sivan Zeffertt and Lee-At Meyerov

‘Material makes more than one language possible.
I am interested in anexcess of material, an excess of interpretation’
Cildo Meireles (Born in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 1948)
A new generation of Southern African creatives has been rising up over the last few years,
expressing local craftsmanship, embracing regional materials, recognising ancestral
practices, and cultivating local craft values and skills. In the 19th century, there was a
strong fear that craft skills, knowledge, quality, and individuality were in danger of being
replaced by industrial production and capitalist reasoning. Now, more than a century later,
the tables have turned, and craft skills are increasingly in demand, not only within
industrial design, but also in contemporary art, which had already abandoned the skill of
hands in favour of intellectual skills during the high modernism of the mid-20th century.
This group exhibition features seven female artists whose work both centres on and
expands our understanding of the handmade, and its relevance to contemporary art.
Building on the various meanings of ‘materiality and matter’, the exhibition makes
connections between the processes of making and the role of materials in the visual arts.
With a focus on the exploration of the ‘meaning of things’ and how the material and
immaterial world of objects, gadgets - and the stuff they are made from - can relate to
different contexts, the artists shaped their ideas into artworks, through different
experiments and careful and considered materials choices.
Curated by Els van Mourik

View Exhibition Page

UPCOMING EXHIBITION

THE ANNUAL SUMMER SHOW

26 November 2022 – 14 January 2023
Artists to be announced!
The Annual Summer Show – held at Berman Contemporary, gives you the opportunity to
view old and new works by both our represented and associated artists, showcasing a
variety of mediums and themes.

GALLERY NEWS

MATERIALITY MATTERS exhibition
at Berman Contemporary extended

By CityLife Arts Writer
November 2, 2022
A group exhibition that has been running at Berman Contemporary Gallery at Rand Steam
Shopping Centre in Milpark has been extended.

READ MORE

“We can all look, but we have to learn to see.”
LOOK AND SEE MORE Art Foundation is a transformative platform, dedicated to developing
a strong cultural landscape for contemporary art in South Africa. In doing so, the
foundation aims to create fertile environments for research, exhibitions, curatorship, and
residency programmes.
Founded in 2022 by:
Morgan Kunhardt | Els van Mourik | Candice Berman

WHATS ON:

SHAPING THINGS

2 November – 1 December 2022
Participating artist: Amogelang Maepa and Natalie de Morney
Situated at The Old Mushroom Farm, Shaping Things is a 4-week residency programme
supported by LOOK AND SEE MORE Art Foundation. The residency provides an
opportunity for artists to work in a new context, to experiment, research and explore
different methods around clay.
“Ceramics is a medium that, with every passing decade, becomes - more rampant,
versatile, and demystified, and perhaps more worthy of a clarified position within the wider
history of sculpture,” - Aaron Angell
Many artists today have shifted their awareness of ceramics, the ever-evolving medium
has changed from subtle variations on traditional vessel shapes to deconstruction, which
rejects practicality and benefits from the limitless investigation that clay permits.
This artist residency is a pilot run. Please note we are not taking submissions.
WHERE:
The Old Mushroom Farm
Howick, KwaZulu-Natal

LOOK AND SEE MORE Art Foundation will be hosting its first ceramic artist residency
titled “Shaping Things” at The Old Mushroom Farm in November for 4 weeks.
Amidst the beautiful rolling hills of the Midlands Meander, lies a contemporary artisanal
space nestled in the Karkloof – The Old Mushroom Farm (TOMF), which has organically
bloomed over the years.
Ex-mushroom farmer, architect, and artist Nick Crooks has transformed the property into a
unique architectural experience by converting what used to be growing tunnels into
artisanal workspaces where ‘makers’ can showcase their craft and products.
TOMF is a growing community that provides a place for a unique kind of solitude, creating
a relaxed and contemplative atmosphere. At the same time, discussions with fellow
creatives and visitors are a common occurrence over a morning coffee.

1-54 CONTEMPORARY AFRICAN ART FAIR HIGHLIGHTS

Berman Contemporary participated for the third time in the 10th edition of 1-54
Contemporary African Art Fair in London, we presented three young female artists who are
representing new and important voices from South Africa.
Amogelang Maepa, Athenkosi Kwinana and Odette Graskie.

VIEW PAGE

NEWSLETTER FEEDBACK

Berman Contemporary would like your feedback on the Berman
Contemporary Newsletters and we would greatly appreciate it if you could
take the time to share your insights with us.
CLICK HERE

ARTIST NEWS
ODETTE GRASKIE
Duende Art Projects
My 10 favourite artworks from 1-54
London
And last but not least, yours truly became
an artwork as well. I was happy to have
my portrait drawn by the South African
artist Odette Graskie (b. 1993). Berman
Contemporary was showing a series of her
collages and my portrait (one of 80 she
would make during the fair) will eventually
be cut up to become part of a new work of
art.

AMOGELANG MAEPA,
ATHENKOSI KWINANA AND
ODETTE GRASKIE
CUR8.ART
Participating for the third time at 1-54,
Berman Contemporary is presenting three
young female artists from South Africa –
Amogelang Maepa, Athenkosi Kwinana and
Odette Graskie. Berman Contemporary is
also excited to facilitate “Drawing
Sessions” - an interactive performance
with Odette Graskie.
Read more

AMOGELANG MAEPA AND
ATHENKOSI KWINANA
ARTSY | Alayo Akinkugbe curated
highlights from 1-54 London 2022
Alayo Akinkugbe is an art historian, writer
and the founder of Instagram platform,
@ABlackHistoryOfArt which highlights
Black artists, sitters, curators and thinkers
from art history and the present day.
Her aim is to continually champion emerging and forgotten Black artists from across the
globe and across all periods of art history, in a bid to change the way art is taught and
presented in the West, in favour of a more global and inclusive approach.
Read more

ODETTE GRASKIE
Glossolalia Art
Odette Graskie explores the nature of
drawing in her practice that involves the
fragmentation and re-assembly of her
original drawings into semi-abstract
formations. These intricate constructions
also incorporate the use of fine black
thread which appears to be an extension of
the drawn lines. It is as if the line has
liberated itself from the paper and is in a
continuous state of flux.
This continuous optical unraveling and interaction of the faces and lines takes the viewer
on a journey of the artist’s observations over time. The work becomes symbolic of the
complexity of memory, human interaction, and thought itself.
Read more

ATHENKOSI KWINANA
1-54 Contemporary African Art Fair
The magnificence of yesterday’s still
resonates and will for some time. Held at
#somersethouse the power, talent,
expressiveness and huge diversity of the
African continent‘s artists blew us away!
See more

CALENDAR

MATERIALITY MATTERS
24 Sept - 15 Nov 2022

THE ANNUAL SUMMER
SHOW

INVESTEC CAPE TOWN ART
FAIR

Group exhibition with

26 Nov 2022 – 14 Jan 2023

17-19 February 2023

represented and guest artists

Group exhibition with

Solo Booth: Athenkosi Kwinana

Curated by Els van Mourik

represented and associated

Main Booth: Amogelang

artists

Maepa, Chrisél Attewell and

Curated by Els van Mourik

Gina van der Ploeg

Assistant Curator: Sonja Meyer

Curated by Els van Mourik
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