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It does not matter any longer to ponder on how I began to paint, 
draw and create object attributed as art writing poetry and the 
assemble of other words. All I can attest to is that my activity as an 
artist has widened, deepened my sensibility about being and 
becoming and the very experience of being alive. It is why I make 
art in the image of the world that I see and experience which has 
persistently given me the urgency to express myself into a 
meaningful existence. 

 

My experiences are organic but they also come from books and oral 
stories from all the countries I have put my foot on; be it religious, 
artistic, ritualistic and all that points to a spiritual experience in 
gathering and hybridizing these human gestures into a narrative. 
The body of work I am working on is the creation of abstract pieces 
whose essence lies in memory and becoming. My subject matter 
varies, I create work from a non-representable, spiritual form and 
cultural life from all human pursuits such as figurative masks , 
portraits of souls, human gestures represented in music, abstractions 
and symbols which are the essence of my being as an artist and a 
person.  

 

It is therapy as it is pain and joy from the human groans to the 
echoes where the song becomes that kind of blue and other tones; 
visual poetry on the inner self that is at times is unknown to me as a 
painter. The constant visions of masks and masquerades whose 
turmoil in my head are a reflection of the outside world and my inner 
world. Essentially my quest as an artist is to enhance my aesthetic in 
the context of my identity by way of creating personal poetic 
journeys and an uncharted third world space in the universe. The 
outside world is there as a raw material object for me to tune into, to 
chime with my innate world and vice–versa, at times the darkness of 
being is just that and it would be just as easily to paint black 
canvases so as to reflect the state I’m in and yet the metaphysical 
nature of art creation turns to yield an enlightening experience. 

 

Whenever Mthiyane paints he plays a lot of jazz in the background 
and that also fuels his thought process. His works are more about 
personal expression and the channeling of innate creative forces 
than they are stylistically reflexive engagements with the discourse 
of art history. “The works are only premeditated up to maybe the 
first gesture. After that to complete them, it’s something completely 
different", he says.  

 

Thokozani Mthiyane (b.1969) is a Johannesburg based artist. He 
has been influenced by his time spent under the tutelage of artists 
Sfiso KaMkame and Thami Jali. Mthiyane has experience in children’s 
theatre with the Madcap’s Educational Theatre Company, after which 
he had his first solo exhibition at the Flat Gallery in Durban.  

 

Thokozani is self-taught as an artist and began painting only when 
he was in his early 20s and has led an interesting life that has taken 
him from the streets of Claremont in Durban to working behind the 
counter at Exclusive Books in Rosebank, a residency in Normandy, 
France, and the bustling streets of Dakar (Senegal), Accra (Ghana) 
and Lagos (Nigeria). 

 

He has exhibited for Alliance Française and Resolution Gallery in 
Johannesburg. In 2015 he had a solo exhibition titled “Whetin dey 
happen Lagos/ Jozi” at Mzansi Gallery Johannesburg and a solo show 
in 2017 titled “Soul Songs: The shape of my head” at Art Eye Gallery 
in Johannesburg. Thokozani is currently based at Ellis Art Studios. 

 
 
Instagram: @thokozani_iv 
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ARTIST STATEMENT AND BIOGRAPHY 



ARTIST RESUME  

Solo Exhibitions 
2017 Soul Songs: The shape of my head, Art Eye Gallery, Johannesburg 
2015  Whetin dey happen Lagos/ Jozi, Msanzi Gallery, Johannesburg 
 
 
Group Exhibitions 
2021  LIMINAL SPACE, Annual Winter Show, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 
2019 Wearable Art, Julian Art Fashion Collection, Johannesburg  
2018  Autumn Group Show, Worldart Gallery, Cape Town 
2017  Magiciens d’Afrique, ODA Gallery, Franschhoek 
2016  People You May Know, collaborative performance and exhibition, featuring Dathini Mzayiya, Brydon 
 Bolton, Reza Khota, Thokozani Mthiyane, and Daniel Grey, the Factory of the Arts, Cape Town 
 
 
Publications  
2020  An encounter with Thokozani Mthiyane, artist of the month, Bontle Tau, Saffca newsletter 
2020  Joburg based multi-disciplinary visual artist Thokozani Mthiyane is a gifted story teller, Edward Tsumele, 

 City Life/Arts 
2018  Thokozani Mthiyane: Patching up the male psyche, Kwanele Sosibo, Mail & Guardian 
2015  WRAPTURE: the story of cloth, Q and A with Thokozani Mthiyane by Peju Alatise, Nigeria 
 
Video 
2019 Short Doc Thokozani Mthiyane, Ellis & King www.ellisandkingdirectors.com 
2017  Thokozani Mthiyane Soul Songs…the shape of my Head, You Tube 
 
               
 
Residencies 
-- Residency in Normandy, France 
 

 

BERMAN CONTEMPORARY | ARTIST PORTFOLIO | THOKOZANI MTHIYANE | 2021 



RELICS 

Relics is matter work that is inspired by the desire to contain chaos that is part of my creative process, a 
congealed gathering of studio remains that are fossilized memories, the materiality, the tangibility which then 
adds to the sensuality, more particularly during the process. Charcoal, mud, inks, and oils comprise the 
composition.  
 
Also the four pieces are a metaphor for verses that lurk in my subconscious mind, hence the markings on the 
textured surface, implying writings on a language that requires deciphering. The mythos-poetics, which is part of 
my process seek to omit the obvious and dig deeper into the psyche, with an attempt to bring forth an object that 
would reveal the abstraction of my thoughts. 
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INSTALLATION PHOTOGRAPH | ANNUAL WINTER SHOW – THE LIMINAL SPACE | THOKOZANI MTHIYANE | 2021  

 



Relics IV, 2019 

Oil on Canvas 

40.5 x 30 x 2.5cm 

Framed size: 33 x 43.5 x 7cm 

 

Relics I, 2019 

Oil on Canvas 

30 x 40.5 x 2.5cm 

Framed size: 33 x 43.5 x 7cm 
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Relics III, 2019 

Oil on Canvas 

40.5 x 30 x 2.5cm 

Framed size: 33 x 43.5 x 7cm 
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REFLECTING ON THE YEAR 2020 AND THE MINDSCAPES ON ITS WAKE 
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“Until I get to make a perfect circle that is balanced and that equilibrium round – and when I can make that line 
– that flows unbroken and illuminating then I will know my poem is written – for now it’s that persistent for the 
search both within and on the outside – that telling stroke – that enlightening line – persistence is the art of 
being” – Thokozani Mthiyane  



Speaking in Songs, 2019 

Mixed Media on Fabriano Paper 

99 x 70cm 

Framed: 122 x 92 x 9cm 

A Dance of the Masquerades , 2021 

Oil and mixed media on canvas unstretched  

163 x 114cm 

Framed: 189 x 139 x 9cm 
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BALANCE OF MUSIC 

The reoccurring theme of the works is derived from the thoughts about being in the metaphysical realm. It is a 
gentle question of being human yet of spiritual influence, almost like a trance that recoils at words for an 
explanation. The circle is inspired by the Enso circle from a Japanese spiritual practice of painting a circle with one 
brush stroke whereby the quest is to achieve a perfect circle thus reflecting on the innate state of the artist. The 
ultimate desire is attaining a sense of balance between the material and spiritual. Its emergence is the line that 
then morphs into a cross alluding to the human body with arms outstretched whilst standing looking ahead as 
though to embrace light and find direction in relation to one's place in the universe. 
 
I kept this notion in the sense that my work is a translation of my innate songs, the chants, and the spiritual 
music called jazz abstract poetry, which then yields abstract truth. These are elements that embody the practice 
and the rituals of creation. That is my moment of being soul, present in an innate space made visible through 
symbols and sound. What is translated onto my work is the stillness of sound, the remains are an abstraction of a 
musical effect through vibration and energy. It awakens the feeling of wholeness, alluded to by the circle. In the 
theatre of music and colour therein lies the notion of abstract truth and the potential it has to awaken spiritual 
sensibility. 
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Balance of Music I, 2021 

Mixed media on canvas 

145 x 145cm 

Framed: 168 x 168 x 8.5cm 

Balance of Music II, 2021 

Mixed media on canvas 

145 x 145cm 

Framed: 168 x 168 x 8.5cm 
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A STUDY ON A GESTURE 

A study on a gesture is a preparatory miniature work that is later becomes a bigger work i.e. 1,5 , 2 meters etc.. 
or a reflective part there of, they are sketches of my painterly practice and are juxtaposed with poetry which is a 
parallel part of my processing and inspiration, hence the line note, "a study in a gesture." The work itself is an 
illustration on my persistent quest for enlightenment. That being, mind, body and spirit, as a daily practice - and 
this reflects my innate state (of being) thus enhancing my creative life. 
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A study on a gesture I, 2021 

Acrylics and coffee  on oil paper 

65 x 50cm 

Framed: 78 x 63 x 4cm 

Framed in a Black Aluminum Frame  

 

 

A study on a gesture IV, 2021 

Acrylics and coffee on oil paper 

65 x 50cm 

Framed: 78 x 63 x 4cm 

Framed in a Black Aluminum Frame  
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A study on a gesture III, 2021 

Acrylics and coffee on oil paper 

65 x 50cm 

Framed: 78 x 63 x 4cm 

Framed in a Wooden Frame  

 

 

A study on a gesture II, 2021 

Acrylics and coffee on oil paper 

65 x 50cm 

Framed: 78 x 63 x 4cm 

Framed in a Wooden Frame  
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THE MASQUERADES 

The masquerades, are an ontological phenomenon in my creation and the creative process itself. It is the return of 
the spirits, the dance of the spirits, masquerades echoes and calls to my ongoing theme of works titled the circle 
is not round which in a variation of themes that talks about the creation of time and space. The allusions to the 
mask; the mandala indicates the ritualistic nature of being as a spiritual phenomenon- the concept is informed by 
the religiosity of my spiritual consciousness, the rituals of being and becoming. 
 
The circle is not round references the Enso circle, a Japanese spiritual practice of painting a circle with one brush 
stroke where by the quest is to achieve a perfect circle thus reflecting on the innate state of the artist. the 
mandala becomes a center of the alter, where thought on wellbeing and growth are focused on balancing the mind 
body and spirits; achieved through concentrated chants and complimentary music that I listen to during the 
process of painting. 
 
The poetry is the everlasting symbol of sculpture in words, whilst painting is the unrelenting sound of the soul's 
countenance made visible through artworks. This is what signifies the innate activities of my being, my mind, 
body and spirit. It is energy concentrated on meditation for the manifestations of healing. The visibility is in the 
brush stroke, meeting the lines, and symbols, the masquerades are angels; their shadows (albeit illuminated) 
amadlozi, are the transitional stage between mere mortals and the higher realm(s) whose essence is the balancing 
of our existential phenomenon. The material and spiritual aesthetics of being is pure and the ultimate desire is 
attaining a sense of balance between the material and spiritual. 
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Notes from the masquerades I, 2021 

Acrylics and coffee on oil paper 

64 x 50cm 

Framed: 79 x 64 x 3.5cm 
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Berman Contemporary is rooted in the growing understanding of the  

cultural richness and diversity of South African contemporary art. 

The gallery’s collection centres on a vibrant group of artists living  

and working in South Africa. 

 

Through studio visits, the gallery establishes connections to artists  

from all walks of life whose unique artistic processes celebrate their  

historical and cultural heritage and give voice to their complex  

societal realities, evoking an active and interpretative experience for  

the viewer. 

 

Berman Contemporary was established to promote the work created  

by these local artists. The gallery further aims to establish a  

synergistic network between South African artists and their global  

contemporaries, many of whom evidently want to engage with the  

current South African art scene – not only as observers, but as  

active analysts, experimenters and contributors within this context  

and with this specific audience in mind. 
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https://www.facebook.com/BermanContemporary
https://www.instagram.com/bermancontemporary/
https://www.artsy.net/berman-contemporary
https://www.facebook.com/BermanContemporary
https://www.instagram.com/bermancontemporary/
https://www.artsy.net/berman-contemporary
https://bermancontemporary.com/
mailto:gallery@bermancontemporary.co.za?subject=Natalie Field Artist Portfolio 

