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For Berman Contemporary, it’s important to keep an eye out for artists with emerging practices –

it’s incredible how many talented visual artists, born and living in South Africa, we come across

during our visits to studios, exhibitions and graduation shows. ‘Making it’ in the world of art is a

matter of hard work, but there are also factors like luck, timing and exposure atplay.

We are proud to say that, in 2020, Berman Contemporary has launched The New Vanguard, a

platform for artists with emerging practices, whom we believe could do with a little support. We

create possibilities for these artists to showcase their work in a professional gallery and during

curated group exhibitions and art fairs. We support them in applying for competitions and residency

programmes, and in developing an artist portfolio which will help them to capitalise on their talents.

The eight visual artists currently participating in The New Vanguard are: Amogelang Maepa, Odette

Graskie, Natalie de Morney, Nomfundo Mkhize, Grace Mokalapa, Mbali Mthethwa and Gina van der

Ploeg. As always, many of these artists honed their skills at an academy, but a fair number of The

New Vanguard will be self-taught artists. From our perspective, each and every one of them deserves

the exposure. This might be the first time you hear of them, but it won’t be the last.

Of course, there is an element of self-interest for the gallery in creating The New Vanguard; we are

sitting front- row when it comes to the development and uncovering of new artist practices. We

are also hoping that some of these artists will continue developing until they can be fully

represented by Berman Contemporary.

We take a loose approach to defining what an ‘emerging’ practise is. Broadly speaking, these artists

are in the first 10 years of their career, but – above all – we are looking for artists who have a

singular voice, artists who have something to say about the world we live in, or how it is represented

by the medium they work in. It is not easy to stand out in today’s image-saturated reality, so they

must have an original voice to cut through all that visual noise. We are open to new talents who are

interested in developing themselves in the area of Contemporary South African Art and being actively

involved in their own professional development.

The artists are working in a large variety of media such as photography, ceramics, textiles, painting

and found objects. In preparation for their first group exhibition, opening in August, they will have

the opportunity to interact with each other and/or be involved in the curation of the exhibition.

THE NEW VANGUARD

NEW DISCOVERIES |  NEW WORK
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MBALI MTHETHWA

Mbali Mthethwa was born in Ekurhuleni east of Johannesburg (b.1989).  
Since she was a little girl she always loved drawing and making things but  
never formalised it only did it as a hobby. After completing her secondary  
education Mthethwa was accepted to go and study at AAA School of  
Advertising were she majored in Integrated Marketing Communication. After  
many years of suppressing her calling Mbali finally decided to pursue her  
passion in art and craft through sketching and beading. Mbali’s artistry has no  
formal education it's guided by a deep spiritual connection with her ancestors.  
Which seeks to honour and celebrate cultural traditions while sharing her  
journey of getting to know more about being an Urban Zulu Woman. Mbali  
Mthethwa is currently in her final year at the University of Johannesburg  
majoring in Community Development and Leadership trying to find solution  
on how art and craft can help empower disadvantaged communities.

Instagram @mbalimthethwanyambose
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Beading as a form of communication has always  

been a labour of love for which Nguni women have  

devoted time and energy as a creative  

proclamation, since time immemorial. Over the  

years the practice of beading has been  

whitewashed, taking away its ability to be truly  

understood for its divine spiritual beauty.

As a direct result of the colonization of Africa by  

Europe most of the continent’s customs, traditions  

and culture were disrupted. The Western-centric city  

setting that Mbali Mthethwa grew up in has resulted  

in her never feeling fully connected with her culture.  

Mthethwa’s artistic endeavor has become a channel  

that facilitates a deeper connection with her culture.  

Mthethwa’s process begins with her summoning her  

ancestors through ukuphahla, and her ancestors in  

turn respond to her in messages and dreams. The  

result of this is expressed through her beaded  

pieces that are in honour and celebration of history  

and traditional African craft.

ARTIST STATEMENT
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ARTIST RESUME

Group Exhibitions

2020

2020

2019

2018

Art Fairs

2020

Publications

2020

2019

Education

2021

2011

LABYRINTHINE, curator Els van Mourik, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg  

100 Beautiful Things in South Africa, V&A Waterfront, Cape Town

Design Indaba, Emerging Creatives, Cape Town

The Lift Club mentorship programme, Design Foundation, Johannesburg

Turbine Art Fair, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg

Visi, Wanderland collective x mrs + mr luke collaboration, March 2020

City Press, Five items to buy at this year's Handmade Contemporary, October 2019

University of Johannesburg, BA in Community Development and Leadership.  

AAA, School of Advertising
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INSTALLATION PHOTOGRAPH – MBALI MTHETHWA 



DearSelf,

Bavumile,

Even though your world seems Grey Give yourself time to find Black,  

because Purple will ultimately lead you to Green - Blue be may anchor!

Grey | Sad

Purple | Peace

Black | Strength

Green | Growth

Blue | Depth and Stability

COLOUR SIGNIFICANCE
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Mbali Mthethwa
Bavumile (they've said yes) III, 2020  
Glass Beads and Beading String
18 x 22cm
Framed Size 49 x 36cm

ZAR 15,800.00 Including VAT and Framing 
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Mbali Mthethwa
Bavumile (they've said yes) I, 2020  
Glass Beads and Beading String
17 x 24cm
Framed Size 49 x 36cm

ZAR 15,800.00 Including VAT and Framing 

BERMAN CONTEMPORARY | THE NEW VANGUARD | ARTIST PORTFOLIO | MBALI MTHETHWA | 2020



Mbali Mthethwa
Bavumile (they've said yes) II, 2020  
Glass Beads and Beading String
24 x 17cm
Framed Size 49 x 36cm

ZAR 15,800.00 Including VAT and Framing 
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Berman Contemporary is rooted in the growing understanding  

of the cultural richness and diversity of South African  

contemporary art. The gallery’s collection centres on a vibrant  

group of artists living and working in South Africa.

Through studio visits, the gallery establishes connections to  

artists from all walks of life whose unique artistic processes  

celebrate their historical and cultural heritage and give voice to  

their complex societal realities, evoking an active and  

interpretative experience for the viewer.

Berman Contemporary was established to promote the work  

created by these local artists. The gallery further aims to  

establish a synergistic network between South African artists  

and their global contemporaries, many of whom evidently  

want to engage with the current South African art scene – not  

only as observers, but as active analysts, experimenters and  

contributors within this context and with this specific audience  

in mind.




