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I mostly work with clay, which | dig up from a river
close by to my studio during the rainy seasons i this
allows for the clay to soften and become finer as the
water purifies the clay. Through the experimentation
of clay, | have learned how to use this organic
medium, by learning what clays should be mixed
and what works well together. There is a fluidity in
my process as well as very technical and scientific
approach when it comes to glazing and firing the
ceramics, the outcome is never known and that
excites me. This process has helped me develop a
natural language and relationship with the medium,
which has now become instinctual and ritualistic in
my everyday experiences.

My sculptures are fused with poetry, which
demonstrates my personal experiences i they
portray the more intimate and honest parts of
myself. The poems are there to ignite a connection
with the audience and at the same time to spike a
conversation. Being honest in my poetry helps me to
define my artworks and their forms. To a degree, |
am handing over my true self through these

artworks.

Amogelang Maepa (b.1995 ) is a ceramist and
visual storyteller from Mabopane (Gauteng). She
first studied art in 2009 at Die Hoerskool

Langenhoven, she matriculated in 2013 and
furthered her studies in the arts at Tshwane
University of Technology in 2014. Amogelang
majored in Ceramics and Printmaking during her
studies at Tshwane University of Technology and
graduated in the year 2017 with a national diploma
certificate.

In 2019, Amogelang participated in the RMB Talent
Unlocked programme at Turbine Art Fair, followed by
the group exhibition:# ARTladies held at Berman
Contemporary. At the beginning of 2020, Amogelang
joined The New Vanguard group, a mentorship
programme that coincides with Berman
Contemporary. Amogelang participated in Turbine
Art Fair Online, while simultaneously exhibiting in a
show: LABYRINTHINE, held at Berman
Contemporary. By the end of 2020 Amogelang
Maepa was represented by Berman Contemporary.

In 2021 Amogelang Maepa showcased at 1 -54
Contemporary African Art Fair in London and
exhibited in THE LIMINAL SPACE and SUN IN YOUR
EYES at Berman Contemporary.

Instagram: @amo_ceramocs

Artsy: Amogelang Maepa
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https://www.instagram.com/amo_ceramocs/
https://www.artsy.net/artist/amogelang-maepa
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Group Exhibitions

2022 #ARTladies, curator Geotyelwa Mashiga, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg

2022 THE ANNUAL WINTER SHOW, curator Morgan Kunhardt, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg

2022 BREAKING THE MOULD, curated Els van Mourik, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg

2021 SUN IN YOUR EYES, curated Els van Mourik, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg

2021 THE LIMINAL SPACE, curated by Morgan Kunhardt, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg

2021 THE ANNUAL SUMMER SHOW, curator Els van Mourik, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg

2020 LABYRINTHINE, curator Els van Mourik, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg

2019 #ARTladies, curator Els van Mourik, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg

2019 Cape Town Fringe, Ruth Prowse School of Art, Cape Town

2018 Joburg Fringe, Art Room gallery, Johannesburg

2018 Interpreting the Intangible, curator Mbali Tshabalala, Project Space, Johannesburg

2018 Numbers, curator  Keneilwe Mokoena, Hazard gallery, Johannesburg

Art Fairs

2022 1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair London, Berman Contemporary, London

2021 1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair London, Berman Contemporary, London

2020 Latitudes Art Fair, The New Vanguard, Berman Contemporary,  Online

2020 Turbine Art Fair, The New Vanguard, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg

2019 Turbine Art Fair, RMB Talent Unlocked programme , curator Fulufelo Mobadi , Johannesburg

Publications

2021 The 10 artists participating in The Liminal Space exhibition at Berman Contemporary
test artistic limits, By Edward Tsumele , City Life Arts, August 2021

2020 New vanguard of artists steaming ahead at RMB Turbine Art Fair Edward Tsumele , City Life
Arts . August 2020

2021 The New Vanguard, Berman Contemporary, Amogelang Maepa, 2020

2019 Between 10and5, Amogelang Maepa, A3E Artist Profile, September 2019

2019 Assemblage. Amogelang Maepa, Meet the  Artist

Education

2014 National Diploma, Fine and Applied Arts, Tshwane University of Technology, Pretoria
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https://citylifearts.co.za/the-10-artists-participating-in-the-liminal-space-exhibition-at-berman-contemporary-test-artistic-limits/
https://citylifearts.co.za/the-10-artists-participating-in-the-liminal-space-exhibition-at-berman-contemporary-test-artistic-limits/
New vanguard of artists steaming ahead at RMB Turbine Art Fair
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yd2Ch3Ea9Ys
https://10and5.com/2019/09/16/a3e-artist-profile-amogelang-maepa/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7UMRli8x-fI

| WILL NOT BREAK THE GLASS COVER OF MY VAGINA | 2021

After | read the book: The Camera My Mother Gave Me by the American Author Susanna Kaysen | was paranoid
about what could happen to my vagina. | had questions such as fAam |
medi cal bill from my gynecologist €0 all those questions in my head

| decided to take this to clay, to translate all those murky feelings | felt after | read the book. This body of work
focuses on how | will not break the glass of my vagina, having to protect this glass cover has caused heightened
paranoia and uneasiness, one crack on the glass cover leads to a ridiculous bill from my gynecologist.

I choose porcelain because | enjoy that fragile white color it has and its high tolerance for heat and the way the
colorred becomes almost irritating to the eye when it is against the white.

I will not, 2021
Painted and Glazed Porcelain
48 x 36 x 37cm
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| WILL NOT | 2021

Come to my birthday party
Rock paper scissor my art career
Make human sacrifices
Answer my phone
Spit on friendds face
Piss in public spaces
Take part in violent recreational activities
Despise the men | give myself to
Be bored of this of life | am living
Sell soul at the first price
Care about who you fucking
Finish bad books
Walk out off my own monologues
Date a middle class man
Disappear when | start going mad
Break the glass cover of my vagina
Be on my death bed
Be exactly hopeless, one day | will get a job, Mum
Allow sperm to make me potent
Make a face when given advice about my art
Be accustomed to lavish praises
Invent sadness for entertainment

Be there when you die

By Amogelang Maepa
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One night stands in white Mustangs , 2021

Painted and Glazed Porcelain

15 x 60 x 3cm

Framed size 65.5 x 31 x 10.5cm

Framed with an Ash wrap around frame and encased in a Perspex box
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ONE NIGHT STANDS IN WHITE MUSTANGS | 2021

One night stands in white Mustangs
| got served severely
| get easily distracted and overwhelmed
by my thoughts about men and sex
| always want to touch.
My sculptures hurt me
| am too passionate and
I lack talent.
| always red everything; white sheets,
Kotex, fingers, pajamas, you &
| always come off erotic but ultimately | am
boring.
I miss the inevitable pause before fucking.
| want my masochist body against your brutal architecture.
| am your luxury behavior
I will not trade my high horse

| am over worked and under sexed

By Amogelang Maepa
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One more lie, One more line, One more cry, 2021
Painted and Glazed Porcelain

44 x 41 x 6cm

Framed size 50 x 50 x 20cm

Displayed on a white wooden stand with a Perspex Box
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ONE MORE LIE, ONE MORE LINE, ONE MORE CRY | 2021

One more lie
One more line
One more cry
It kept ridding
It kept ridding my mouth
It kept ridding again and again
I knew its hunger
In bloodstreams | infected your name

| still have faith in men, in violent days

|l i ke these itdés because | am sitting by
the kitchen window eating orange slices

watching you wash the sheets | bled on

Soft leather
Hair in between teeth
This time | am definitely wounded
il finally

Dondét cry, you idiot! One day | wi

dissolve in this scrap ceramic sculpture
Even though Eve had the only man in the
world, she still wanted the apple.

| want that apple!

By Amogelang Maepa
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LET THE CHURCH SAY, AMEN! | 2021

Summer season bathing
and jam omelettes
white sheets and purple figs

In wordless darkness,
we sang wordles praises

Between us and the light
the heart of this birth

is unbreakable,

let the church say, Amen!

And where will we go from here?
The church inside me, where the
hymns warm up the windows.

Let the church say, amen! | , 2021
Painted and Glazed Ceramic
15 x 6cm x 5cm
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Let the church say, amen! |11 2021
Painted and Glazed Ceramic
15 x 6cm x 5cm

Let the church say, amen! IV, 2021
Painted and Glazed Ceramic
15 x 6cm x 5cm

Let the church say, amen! V, 2021
Painted and Glazed Ceramic
15 x 6cm x 5cm
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SUN IN YOUR EYES 2021 | INSTALLATION PHOTOGRAPH | AMOGELANG MAEPA

BERMAN CONTEMPORARY | ARTIST PORTFOLIO | AMOGELANG MAEPA | 2021



