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Amogelang Maepa (b.1995) is a ceramist and visual 
storyteller from Mabopane (Gauteng), she  first studied 
art in 2009 at Die Hoerskool Langenhoven, she 
matriculated in 2013  and furthered her studies in the 
arts at Tshwane University of Technology in  2014. 
Amogelang majored in Ceramics and Printmaking 
during her studies at  Tshwane University of 
Technology and graduated in the year 2017 with a 
national  diploma certificate. In 2019, Amogelang 
participated in the RMB Talent Unlocked programme at 
Turbine Art Fair, following a group 
exhibition:#ARTladies held at Berman Contemporary. 
At the beginning of 2020, Amogelang joined The New 
Vanguard group, a mentorship programme that 
coincides with Berman Contemporary. Amogelang 
participated in Turbine Art Fair Online, while 
simultaneously exhibiting in a show: LABYRINTHINE, 
held at Berman Contemporary. By the end of 2020 
Amogelang Maepa was represented by Berman 
Contemporary. 

“I mostly work with clay, which I dig up from a river 
close by to my studio during the rainy seasons – this 
allows for the clay to soften and become finer as the 
water purifies the clay. Through the experimentation of 
clay, I have learned how to use this organic medium, 
by learning what clays should be mixed and what 
works well together. There is a fluidity in my process as 
well as very technical and scientific approach when it 
comes to glazing and firing the ceramics, the outcome 
is never known and that excites me. This process has 
helped me develop a natural language and relationship 
with the medium, which has now become instinctual 
and ritualistic in my everyday experiences. 

My sculptures are fused with poetry, which 
demonstrates my personal experiences – they portray 
the more intimate and honest parts of myself. The 
poems are there to ignite a connection with the 
audience and at the same time to spike a conversation. 
Being honest in my poetry helps me to define my 
artworks and their forms. To a degree,  I am handing 
over my true self through these artworks.”

Instagram @amo_ceramocs

BIO AND ARTIST STATEMENT



Group Exhibitions
2021                 Summer Show, curator Els van Mourik, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 
2020 LABYRINTHINE, curator Els van Mourik, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 
2019 #ARTladies, curator Els van Mourik, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg  
2019                 Cape Town Fringe, Ruth Prowse School of Art, Cape Town
2018                 Joburg Fringe, Art Room gallery, Johannesburg
2018                 Interpreting the Intangible, curator Mbali Tshabalala, Project Space, Johannesburg  
2018                 Numbers, curator Keneilwe Mokoena, Hazard gallery, Johannesburg

Art Fairs
2020                 Latitudes Online, The New Vanguard, Berman Contemporary, Online 
2020 Turbine Art Fair, The New Vanguard, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg
2019                 Turbine Art Fair, RMB Talent Unlocked programme, curator Fulufelo Mobadi, Johannesburg

Publications 

2020 New vanguard of artists steaming ahead at RMB Turbine Art FairEdward Tsumele, City Life  
Arts, August 2020

2020 The New Vanguard, Berman Contemporary, Amogelang Maepa, 2020
2019  Between 10and5, Amogelang Maepa, A3E Artist Profile, September 2019
2019                 Assemblage, Amogelang Maepa, Meet the Artist           

Education

2014                 National Diploma, Fine and Applied Arts, Tshwane University of Technology, Pretoria

ARTIST RESUME
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New vanguard of artists steaming ahead at RMB Turbine Art Fair
New vanguard of artists steaming ahead at RMB Turbine Art Fair
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yd2Ch3Ea9Ys
https://10and5.com/2019/09/16/a3e-artist-profile-amogelang-maepa/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7UMRli8x-fI
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SUMMER SHOW 2020 - 2021 | INSTALLATION PHOTOGRAPH | AMOGELANG MAEPA 
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You broke another Mirror, 2020

Painted and Glazed Ceramic 

40 x 45 x 43cm
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You broke another mirror by Amogelang Maepa

It’s always a battle to arrive here alive

The things that are broken because Thom Yorke said

“You broke another mirror”

The strangers I bit on my way here

The could have avoided fight with the taxi driver, because I was in the mood

And he was not

Practicing wheelwork with my nipples just to give them better skill

Wanting you home to call me a self-loathing poet and that you are bored of me

It’s always a battle to arrive here alive in one piece

Without brightly knocking down carefully inverted film frames

Without being a nervous yellow kite hanging over super hygiene artworks

Without my veins getting thirsty for blood

I am always full of need, hanging too heavy on glass shelves

I don’t know why I fall and don’t get up; stupid body

I will let you make me scream

I am a subtle girl, I let you pick the fight then I spit you out

It’s always a battle to arrive here alive

Right now both of us needs a bath, sick with each other’s heat

I know am not magnificent can we pretend we already met

That we both spill milk on scorching floors and ruin wishes

The nakedness is slowing down now you here, really here

My masochist body against your brutal architecture

There, is your cement smile against the torn floorboards of my skin

Before the first purchase

Before life becomes beautiful even though you say it’s expensive

Before you complain and I laugh

Before I step on my shoelace, scrape my knees, my jazz voice mumbling

Avant Garde to halt the very last taxi

Don’t remember the sound of my name

Remember that it is always a battle to arrive here alive



BERMAN CONTEMPORARY | ARTIST PORTFOLIO | AMOGELANG MAEPA | 2021

LABYRINTHINE 2020 | INSTALLATION PHOTOGRAPH | AMOGELANG MAEPA 



z

Dear Amo,

I have been thinking a lot about the Maniac and the Monk.

How they can coexist and why they need each other. I started
to think about the decision the Monk made for them. The decision  to 
let the Flower know "why they couldn't do this anymore".

The Monk made the best decision for both of them, he knew collaboration  would 
end in a 50/50 spilt and indecision would lead to a continued march on  the same 
path. The Monk knew the Maniac loved the Flower and he loved

her too.

I mean how could he not, she re-taught them how to choose enlightenment over  
conformity, how to be at peace and alone. He appreciated that.
The collaboration could not work any further and he knew the Maniac would  seek 
proximity to the Flower and he would lead them back to the same position.

The Monk would have to evaluate the initial decision to pick the Flower and burn it.  That 
decision was made with clarity. Clarity is what the Monk has always been good at.

The Monk knew what he had to do now. The Maniac must die and the Flower  keeps him 
alive, so he will pick the Flower, kill the Maniac and bury them together  with a simple
note:

I love you and stay away from me

To our forest fire  
Forrest

Manic and the Monk, 2019  
Painted and Glazed Ceramic 
35.5 x 40cm | 31.5 x 35.5cm | 37.5 x 52cm

FORREST | 2019
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All I want is for you to know me  

for me to stab you continuously so  

you can be the perfect listener.

I am wondering if you feel like I do  

this unbearable urge to only use your

body for the wrong things. All this drains the colour  

out of my spine

I want more! But I scold myself; I want more so I  

laugh at myself

I stand up and walk out of my own monologue

I laugh and scold myself, forcing myself to take a  

bath

I scratch myself, now I am bleeding.

All I want, 2019  

Painted and Glazed Ceramic 
31 x 37cm
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Blue Blues

I am a child compared to you  

because the colour of my womb

is turned inside out, cleaning the  

windshield of your car. .

You are an erotic Narnia experience.  

The watery sound is bursting through

I have opened the door! The big blue voice  

is coming through the door,

I am quickly shutting my eyes.

I am a child compare to you

Blue Blues, 2019 

Painted and Glazed Ceramic 

33 x 47cm
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I do not want to talk about  

the moronic things I feel for

you in this romantic adventure,  

I am already sick.

I live by impulse, by emotion, by yellow heat.  

I wish I had no mind

I want to be able to live with myself  

in utter madness.

I am reminded that this is a form of  

brain damage

I do not want to, 2019 
Painted and Glazed Ceramic 
37 x 44 cm
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Sex is better than drugs?  

Heartbreak is better than art?  

Loyalty is better than freedom?

I shall go mad in a minute, then I

shall kill you! I have broken the window  

your chains are not making me to behave

The ignored loneliness of marriage?  

The inconsolable loneliness of youth?

Was casting spells, a little after midnight  

A bad idea?

Sex is better than drugs, 2019 
Painted and Glazed Ceramic 
38 x 50 cm
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The Covid-19 global pandemic affects all artists in South Africa.
Candice Berman has formed the Artists Solidarity Assistance Project dedicated to our visual 
artists. The art proceeds will be split equally between 24 artists. These are limited edition 
prints which commemorate the disasters Covid-19 has caused us. It is a positive 
contribution to supporting and standing together with our artists during this time. We have 
collaborated with 24 visual fine artists and have put together a selection of 24 images. Each 
archival inkjet image is an edition of 50, printed onto Hahnemuhle German etching 
paper. Please support us in our solidarity initiative to raise funds for the 24 
participating artists.

A Candice Berman Initiative

ASAP | Artists Solidarity Assistance Project
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Dreaming about Heroin

Dedicating a rose garden

I bleed to please you

When I am on my knees

You are how I pray

I will be lying if I said I wasn’t sick of it

It’s in my blood again

Flying to the Venus, 2019
Painted and Glazed Ceramic 
7cm x 31cm

DEDICATING A ROSE GARDEN | 2019
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You are some strange intention

All I hear is violence and violins

Tears, spilt milk I did this for you

Breathe out to me

Breathe it into me

Breath through me

Writing in blood on my walls again

I am the storm, 2020
Painted and Glazed Ceramic 
7cm x 30cm
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Berman Contemporary is rooted in the growing understanding  

of the cultural richness and diversity of South African  

contemporary art. The gallery’s collection centres on a vibrant  

group of artists living and working in South Africa.

Through studio visits, the gallery establishes connections to  

artists from all walks of life whose unique artistic processes  

celebrate their historical and cultural heritage and give voice to  

their complex societal realities, evoking an active and  

interpretative experience for the viewer.

Berman Contemporary was established to promote the work  

created by these local artists. The gallery further aims to  

establish a synergistic network between South African artists  

and their global contemporaries, many of whom evidently want  

to engage with the current South African art scene – not only  

as observers, but as active analysts, experimenters and  

contributors within this context and with this specific audience  

in mind.




