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My practice is built around intimacy and interaction. I aim to tell stories through the exploration of paper, 
drawing, and the use of thread. My practice is as much an exploration of paperôs sculptural qualities and 
sewingôs potential to become a drawing as it is about portraiture and the use of line. 

While hosting interactive drawing events, the Drawing Sessions, I create temporary connections with the 
public, who sit for short portrait drawings. These drawings become embodiments of the affective moments 
between my sitters and I, containing a likeness, but also the moment of interaction. I then translate the 
temporary connection, love, abandonment and awkwardness into three -dimensional paper artworks and 
installations. These temporary connections become obsessive, emotive retellings. 

Creating the three -dimensional pieces involves intensive cutting, tearing and sewing. Paper is then not only 
a container for drawings; I embrace the sculptural qualities of paper, letting paper occupy a space. These 
artworks play with light, shadow and movement. I dissect the interactions, reframing and translating the 
connections made into bodily artworks, which attempt to activate the space they inhabit.

I am focussed on looking closer and questioning what happens when we alter the limitations of our 
everyday interactions. By focussing on the small moments that exist between myself and the sitter, I 
explore ways that we can foster mutual recognition and connection.

Odette Graskie (b.1993) is an artist living in Johannesburg, South Africa. She works with paper, thread, 
and drawing. Her artworks investigate human interaction and affective connection. Graskie has been a 
professional artist since 2016, and is currently completing her MA in Visual Arts with the University of 
Johannesburg. 

In 2019, she took part in the London Summer Intensive at the Slade School of Art, which featured a group 
show at Camden Arts Centre. She has also participated in artist residencies in Guernsey and Poland. 

Her recent group exhibitions include THE LIMINAL SPACE, WORKS ON PAPER and THE ANNUAL WINTER 
SHOW at Berman Contemporary; An Im /perfect Balance at Ayanda Fine Art in Düsseldorf, Germany; and 
Making and Interpreting Art, hosted by the South African Research Chair Contemporary. She also exhibited 
at the 2022 1 -54 Contemporary African Art Fair in London. 

In 2023, Odette opened her Masters Solo exhibition; a line, a thread, a conversation at Berman 
Contemporary. Odette Graskie is represented by Berman Contemporary. 

Instagram @ohdette
Website: odettegraskie.com

ARTIST STATEMENT AND BIOGRAPHY

https://instagram.com/ohdette?utm_medium=copy_link
https://odettegraskie.com/


ARTIST RESUME
Solo exhibitions
2023 A LINE, A THREAD, A CONVERSATION ïMasters Exhibition, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg
2019 The Sorrows, AVA Gallery, Cape Town 
2018         Human Noise, Millennium Gallery, Pretoria
2017         Ambedo , Baltic Centre for Contemporary Arts, Ustka , Poland

Group Exhibitions
2022 THE ANNUAL SUMMER SHOW, curator Els van Mourik, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg
2022 Im /perfect Balance, curator Fadzai Muchemwa , Ayanda Fine Art, Düsseldorf, Germany 
2022 THE ANNUAL WINTER SHOW, curator Morgan Kunhardt, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 
2022 WORKS ON PAPER, curator Els van Mourik, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 
2022 THE ANNUAL SUMMER SHOW, curator Els van Mourik, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 
2021 THE LIMINAL SPACE, curator Morgan Kunhardt, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 
2021 PAPER ADVENTURES, curator Els van Mourik, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 
2021       Making and Interpreting Art in 2021, SARChI , curator Dineke van der Walt
2021 ANNUAL SUMMER SHOW, curated by  Els van Mourik, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 
2020       LABYRINTHINE, curator Els van Mourik, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg  
2019       London Summer Intensive Final Group Show, Slade School of Art, London  
2019       London Summer Intensive Work In Progress Show, Camden Arts Centre, London  
2019       Interactive Aesthetics, William Humphreys Art Gallery, Kimberley
2019         #ARTladies, curator Els van Mourik, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg  

Performance 
2022 DRAWING SESSIONS, Odette Graskie, Berman Contemporary, 2022
2022 DRAWING SESSIONS, Odette Graskie, 1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair London , 2022
2022 DRAWING SESSIONS, Odette Graskie, Berman Contemporary, 2022
2021 DRAWING SESSIONS, Odette Graskie, Berman Contemporary, 2021

Art Fairs
2022 1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair London, Berman Contemporary, London
2020 Turbine Art Fair, The New Vanguard, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg
2018 Turbine Art Fair Installations Program, Johannesburg
2017 RMB Talent Unlocked with Assemblage at Turbine Art Fair, Johannesburg

Residencies
2020 Residency at the Gatehouse Gallery, Guernsey, UK
2019 London Summer Intensive Residency, Slade School of Art, London, UK  
2018 ABSA LôAtelierTop 100, ABSA Gallery, Johannesburg
2018 Featured installation artist at Turbine Art Fair, Johannesburg  
2017 Residency at Baltic Gallery of Contemporary Art, Slupsk , Poland

Publications 
2022 Works on Paper exhibition at Berman Contemporary allows for viewers to engage with the 

artistsô process of creating, Edward Tsumele , February 2022
2021 The 10 artists participating in The Liminal Space exhibition at Berman Contemporary test artistic 

limits, Edward Tsumele , August 2021
2020 Taalgenoot, Odette Graskie, Van Guernsey na die Franse platteland, October 2020
2020 Nedbank Art Collection, Youth Day, Odette Graskie, September 2020 
2020 New vanguard of artists steaming ahead at RMB Turbine Art Fair Edward Tsumele , 

City Life Arts, August 2020
2019      Rooi Rose, Veelsydig , July 2019
2019 The Artizens Blog, Odette Graskie shares emotional experiences and storytelling through drawings   

and immersive fabric installation artworks, April 2019
2018 Business Live, Turbine Art Fair: The noise of human hearts beating, July 2018
2018       Vrouekeur , Kunsoorlewing 101, April 2018

Videos 
2020 RMB Starlight Classics, Symphony Drawings, Odette Graskie 
2019  RMB Starlight Classics Animation, Orchestra Drawing, Odette Graskie 

Collections
2020      Nedbank Collection
2017         Baltic Gallery of Contemporary Art Permanent Collection  
2016         Department of Arts and Culture Collection

Education
2023 MA in Visual Arts, University of Johannesburg
2015      BA Fine Arts Cum Laude, University of Pretoria
2011      Matriculated from Helpmekaar Kollege , Johannesburg
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https://citylifearts.co.za/works-on-paper-exhibition-at-berman-contemporary-allows-for-viewers-to-engage-with-the-artists-process-of-creating/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=works-on-paper-exhibition-at-berman-contemporary-allows-for-viewers-to-engage-with-the-artists-process-of-creating
https://citylifearts.co.za/works-on-paper-exhibition-at-berman-contemporary-allows-for-viewers-to-engage-with-the-artists-process-of-creating/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=works-on-paper-exhibition-at-berman-contemporary-allows-for-viewers-to-engage-with-the-artists-process-of-creating
https://citylifearts.co.za/the-10-artists-participating-in-the-liminal-space-exhibition-at-berman-contemporary-test-artistic-limits/
https://citylifearts.co.za/the-10-artists-participating-in-the-liminal-space-exhibition-at-berman-contemporary-test-artistic-limits/
https://argief.atkv.co.za/media/3809/lente-volledige-pdf.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mXDxYf1ngQo
https://citylifearts.co.za/new-vanguard-of-artists-steaming-ahead-at-rmb-turbine-art-fair/
https://citylifearts.co.za/new-vanguard-of-artists-steaming-ahead-at-rmb-turbine-art-fair/
https://artizensofjoburg.wordpress.com/2019/04/16/odette-graskie-shares-emotional-experiences-and-storytelling-through-drawings-and-immersive-fabric-installation-artworks/
https://artizensofjoburg.wordpress.com/2019/04/16/odette-graskie-shares-emotional-experiences-and-storytelling-through-drawings-and-immersive-fabric-installation-artworks/
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/life/arts-and-entertainment/2018-07-12-turbine-art-fair-the-noise-of-human-hearts-beating/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YebXz7hP9nQ&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDQIWgo7xBA
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DRAWING SESSIONS | 2021 - 2022

DOCUMENTARY PHOTOGRAPH | DRAWING SESSIONS | ODETTE GRASKIE | 2022

Odette Graskie invites the audience to take part in her portraiture drawing practice. A performative drawing 
event as a visual art form, questions ideas of agency, trust, conventions of portraiture and the relationship 
through eye contact with strangers.

With a greater focus on capturing the connective moment between the artist and sitter, likeness becomes 
secondary to the affective and playful layers involved in the interaction.The drawing becomes an embodiment of 
the short moment between the sitter and the artist.

The portraits become a part of the artistôs collection of drawings which are reworked and hand-assembled in 
bigger bodies of sculptural work. In exchange for participation, the artist gives those portrayed a limited 
photographic print of one of her artworks. 
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AN ENCOUNTER | 2022

An Encounter is a body of work based on multiple layers of relationships. There is the relationship between sitter 

and artist, but also between artwork and viewer, and thus viewer and sitter. The artwork is something which lives 

on and grows beyond the initial interactions through my process of redrawing. 

The viewer can thus step into an encounter with the sitter, or a version of the sitter which has been redrawn, cut, 

and put back together in many shapes and forms. In the three -dimensional artworks presented in this body of 

work is a hint of the subjectivities of the sitters, as well as my own emotional layers added as scribbles of 

thoughts while drawing, changing drawing styles depending on my handôs own movement, as well as other hints 

given to viewers in the drawings. 

These relationships are open to interpretation by the viewer, I merely offer an encounter, a chance for something 

to take place, where meaning is made between two gazing subjects.

Unfold You II,  2022
Ink on Canson , Schoellershammer and handmade 
paper with thread
22 x 37 x 3 cm
Framed: 51.5 x 42.5 x 5.5 cm
Framed in a White Wooden Frame with Anti - reflective Glass


