


Coming from an environment where most people strongly 
believe in ancestral bondage, Kutlwano Monyai therefore 
explores this bondage within her own family through spiritual, 
economic, aesthetic, and terrestrial connections. Connections 
that often reflect on lived experiences, revealing abstract 
nuanced relationships that narrate stories about her maternal 
and paternal lineages. She is internally driven by dreams, and 
takes the oral, visual, and written methodologies of 
interpreting them; that she was taught by her maternal lineage 
into her practice. These methods of interpretation provide 
support when diving into memories through objects and 
materials that are regularly used in places she occupies. 

In recent bodies of works, Monyai continues to bring light into 
her historical and present maternal experiences by using 
familiar plastic materials. Revealing experiences that leans 
towards how she was economically, aesthetically, and 
environmentally raised. She is re - imagining and re -creating 
objects that her maternal lineage used to make with plastic by 
crocheting. Using similar techniques and varying patterns from 
abstract, but traditional imagery that they used to possess in 
their works. Through her experimental processes she has 
adopted other weaving techniques. 

Monyai has over the years mastered her procedures of painting 
which germinated from the obsession of maps and is currently 
manipulating and interpreting her recent crocheting and 
weaving process by contouring figures, landscapes and 
abstract patterns allowing her to build tapestries and sculptural 
kinds of imaginings. This body of work does not only pay 
homage to the women who came before her who were 
perforated by adversities, but also aims to display the 
exquisiteness of making something out of the bare minimum 
while on the other hand displaying the maternal acts of 
communicating maintenance, love, care, and determination for 
themselves to better their living spaces and experiences. 

Kutlwano Monyai (b. 1996) is an artist, art researcher and a 
freelance writer. She was born in Limpopo, but now resides in 
Johannesburg. In 2018, she acquired her degree in Fine and 
Applied Arts at the Tshwane University of Technology, she is 
now currently competing her Post Graduate diploma in Fine 
and Applied Arts at the university. 

Kutlwano has been part of several group exhibitions and local 
art fairs, which include GenXis group Exhibition, 2018 and 
KASRP exhibition in 2019. In 2021, she exhibited with Candice 
Berman Gallery in a show titled Mapped Diaries as well as the 
Summer Salon 30th Anniversary exhibition at the Bag Factory. 
Kutlwano was awarded the Young Woman Studio Residency 
(YWSR) at the Bag Factory at the end of 2021 and will 
complete the residency at the end of 2022. 

In 2022, Kutlwano was announced as one of the top 40 
designers in the Design Indaba X emerging creative class. She 
is also a facilitator at the Javett Art Centre. 

At the Beginning of the year, she joined The New Vanguard, a 
mentorship programme with Berman Contemporary and 
exhibited in a group exhibition titled, BREAKING THE MOULD 
at the gallery. She is now a represented artist of Berman 
Contemporary. 

Instagram: @angela_monyai
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Group Exhibitions
2022 BREAKING THE MOULD, curated by Els van Mourik, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 
2021 Summer Salon 30th Anniversary exhibition, Bag Factory, Johannesburg, South Africa
2021 Mapped Diaries, Candice Berman Gallery, Johannesburg, South Africa
2021 The threads that bind us at, The viewing room art gallery, South Africa
2020 Reflections, The viewing room gallery, South Africa
2020 On a good day, Johann Van Heerden art gallery, South Africa
2019 KASRP, Pretoria Art Museum, Pretoria, South Africa
2019 Turbine art fair under ñUNTITLDò, Johannesburg, South Africa
2019 Genesis Xôhibitionat BKhz , Johannesburg, South Africa
2018 Interpreting the intangible at Victoria yards - Joburg Fringe, Johannesburg, South Africa
2018 The Unexpected, The viewing room gallery, South Africa
2018 Genesis Xôhibition, Pretoria Art Museum, Pretoria, South Africa
2017 Abstraction through figuration, Art Lovers gallery, Pretoria, South Africa
2016 Hybrid culture, Tut Art gallery (23 September 2016), South Africa
2016 Top 100 Thami Mnyele Fine Arts Awards (24 September 2016), South Africa

Art Fairs
2022 Investec Cape Town Art Fair, The Bag Factory, Cape Town
2019 Turbine art fair with ñUNTITLDò, Johannesburg, South Africa
2021 Turbine art fair, ASAP 21 with Candice Berman gallery. 

Publications 
2022 On the Map, Kutlwano Angela Monyai uses paint, crochet and fabric to embody the Black female 

experience, Design Indaba, March 2022 
2022 Announcing Design Indabaôs Emerging Creatives Class of 2022, Design Indaba, January 2022
2021 Kutlwano Monyai ïYoung Womxn Studio Bursary, Bag Factory, October 2021
2021 Meet the 2021 Bag Factory Young Womxn Studio Bursary Award winners, Creative feel, September 2021
2019 Artists Kutlwano Monyai and Mbhoni Khosa in Tandem at Pretoria Art Museum, De Beer Necessities, 

November 2019
Video
2021 Artist Kutlwano Monyai tells us about her career and latest accolade. You Tube. SABC News.
2021 Momentum Science of Success 2021. Facebook/Instagram

Awards
2016 Thami Mnyele Awards, Top 100.

Residencies
2021 Young Womxn Studio Residency Award - Bag Factory -Johannesburg
2021       MAPSA (Modern Arts Projects South Africa) - Northern Cape
2019 Kopanong Art Studio Residency Programme - Pretoria Arts Museum

Education
2019 Radio Art Presenter, Capital Live S.A.
2017 Education Assistant, Pretoria Art Museum 
2015 Tshwane University of Technology - degree in Fine and Applied Arts.

ARTIST RESUME

BERMAN CONTEMPORARY  | ARTIST PORTFOLIO | KUTLWANO MONYAI | 2022

https://www.designindaba.com/articles/interviews/map
https://www.designindaba.com/articles/interviews/map
https://www.designindaba.com/articles/creative-work/announcing-design-indaba%E2%80%99s-emerging-creatives-class-2022
http://www.bagfactoryart.org.za/kutlwano-monyai-young-womxn-studio-bursary/
https://creativefeel.co.za/2021/09/meet-the-2021-bag-factory-young-womxn-studio-bursary-award-winners/
https://debeernecessities.com/2019/11/01/artists-kutlwano-monyai-and-mbhoni-khosa-in-tandem-at-pretoria-art-museum/
https://debeernecessities.com/2019/11/01/artists-kutlwano-monyai-and-mbhoni-khosa-in-tandem-at-pretoria-art-museum/
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