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Sarah “Saartjie” Bartman was a South African Khoikhoi woman who was exhibited as a freak show attraction in 19th-century Europe

under the name Hottentot Venus. "Hottentot" was the name for the Khoi people, now considered an offensive term and "Venus"

referred to the Roman goddess of love.



This work explores how the continent of Africa was occupied, divided and colonised by Western European powers during the period 

of the New Imperialism, between 1881 -1914.



This work explores the relationship between 

mother and child, investigating themes of 

slavery, addiction and death. It also examines 

the lives of Ellen Pakkies and Margeret “Peggie” 

Garner - Mothers who ended the lives of their 

own children due to extreme circumstances

This work is inspired by the writings of Nigerian 

Poet Denja Abdullahi. Death and the Kings Grey 

(of the same title) is a play woven around a 

“Jukun myth of young kings and short reigns”. 

The play opens in a controversial circumstance 

over the supposed long reign of King Esutu, 

which is against the tradition of the land.



Martha Grey, Countess of Stamford (c. 1838 – 21 August 1916) (born Martha Solomons) in Cape Town, South Africa. She was the 

daughter of a freed slave. In 1864, she met the Reverend Harry Grey, a clergyman from Cheshire in England and a cousin of the 7th 

Earl of Stamford. Harry Grey was sent to the Cape on a remittance as a result of habits his family thought dishonourable. In 1880, 

Harry and Martha were married; they lived in Wynberg, Cape Town. Martha bore Harry three children Upon the death of the 7th Earl, 

the Earldom of Stamford passed to Harry Grey, and Martha became Countess of Stamford.



This work juxtaposes various historical 

narratives of South Africa's colonial history, with 

present day happenings on the Cape Flats of 

Cape Town, while also examining various 

mythological, and ancient texts from the 

Khoisan, Torah and classical Greek mythology 

literature.

This work investigates multiple themes of 

historical and current narratives within South 

Africa, which include the 1950’s Group Areas 

act, the discrimination and commoditization of 

African hair and hair products and the high 

crime rates to which South Africans have 

become desensitised to.



This work investigates the history of Islam and slavery in South Africa. It examines various historical narratives in relation to the

covert use of melody and dance as a practice of religious worship and resistant protest.



This work depicts the character “Pretty Boy”

found in the novel - Buckingham Palace -

District six by South African Writer and

academic Richard Rive.

This work explores the historical role of the

sugar industry in South Africa, juxtaposed

with what “appears” to be a boxer sitting on

his corner seat in-between rounds at a boxing

match.



Square, 2018

Digital print on hahnemuhle photo 

paper, pins and copper wire

100x100cm

This work explores the representation and often lack of people of colour within classical ballet. It pays homage to the early pioneers 

such as Janet Collins to modern day principle dancer: Misty Copeland.



This work examines multiple themes which 

include classical African literature, 

homophobia, the atlantic slave trade and the 

covert use of racism in popular culture.

This work explores the abolishment of the slave 

trade in South Africa in the 1800’s, juxtaposed 

with references to modern-day human 

trafficking.



Square, 2018

Digital print on hahnemuhle photo 

paper, pins and copper wire

100x100cm

This work explores the life of Louis Van Maritius – a slave from Mauritius who lead the first slave revolt in 1808 in the Cape of 

Goodhope.



This work explores the often overlooked 

characters in the boxing world known as 

Journeymen. A Journeyman is often brought in 

as a “lamb to the slaughter” to fight a favoured

fighter. His main purpose is to lose.

This work explores identity politics within one of 

South Africa's most heterogeneous ethnic 

groups termed as “coloureds” (mixed race).



This work explores the shrouded figure of Queen Charlotte, better known as Charlotte of Mecklenburg- Strelitz the wife of King 

George III.



This work on canvas explores the slave history of the island of Madagascar



This small work on canvas pays tribute to Josia

Thugwane - The first black South African to win

gold medal at the Olympic Games

This work depicts Azumah Nelson - a Ghanaian 

former professional boxer. Widely considered 

the greatest African boxer of all time. His ring 

name was dubbed the professor as he often 

“schooled” his opponents in the ring.



This work depicts the journey of a slave brought to “The Cape of Goodhope” during the 1800’s and how he bought his freedom






