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“The story of our universe begins with a singularity. Due to some 

inconceivable force, space expanded and matter formed. The stars, earth, 

oceans, animals – and even our bodies – are all made from this matter that 

has existed since the beginning of time. We are, quite literally, stardust.” 

Natalie Field 

I create surreal art exploring the mercurial, ephemeral and cyclical nature of 

Nature through transformative narratives around creation, evolution, 

metamorphosis and the transmigration of spirit. 

On the surface, these themes are visually illustrated through anatomy, zoology, 

entomology and botany; biological forms woven together to illustrate the 

reciprocal interaction found throughout nature. More than celebrate Nature, the 

work considers the interdependence of biotic life forms and their micro-habitats; 

and the importance of the conservation of this ecosystem that we call home: 

earth. 

Using light as my medium, I create cinematic tableaux, photomontages, 

cyanotypes and video installations portraying the stories that unfold from my 

research and studies. By combining self-portraiture with performance art, photo-

manipulation with the spontaneity of in-camera effects and digital capture with 

alternative printing techniques, I continue to experiment with photographic 

processes in the search for what I call “The Unexpected Image”. 

Natalie Field is a fine art photographer born in Port Elizabeth, South Africa in 

1982, where she completed a B.Tech Photography Cum Laude at the Nelson 

Mandela University in 2008. Based on the body of work created in her final year, 

Field was invited to exhibit at the Design Indaba in Cape Town in 2009. The artist 

has participated in several group exhibitions, including a four-person show  

curated by Sandy Cofey at the ArtEC in Port Elizabeth, in 2011. 

 

Her latest body of work, Human.Nature was conceived during an artist residency 

at the Arteles Creative Centre in Finland in 2016. Consisting of cinematic 

tableaux, photomontages, botanicals, cyanotypes and a short film, this collection 

of transformative narratives was exhibited as her first solo show at Berman 

Contemporary in 2018. 

 

She currently resides in Johannesburg, where she is represented by Berman 

Contemporary. 

 

Website: nataliefield.photography / bermancontemporary.com 

Instagram: @natalie.field.art 

Video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7he2aN6FyBk 

 

ARTIST STATEMENT AND BIO 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7he2aN6FyBk
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Solo Exhibitions 

2018 Human.Nature – Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 

 

Group Exhibitions (7/18 – Full list available on request) 

2019 Soil Souls – Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 

2017 Together As One – Rebooted Gallery, Bradford, United Kingdom 
2016  Arteles Open Studio – Arteles Creative Centre, Hämeenkyrö, Finland 

2012  Absa L’Atelier, Regional Finals – Absa Towers, Johannesburg  

2011  Now in 4 Rooms – ArtEC, Port Elizabeth 

2011  208 Eastern Cape Artist – Athenaeum, Port Elizabeth 
2009  Design Indaba (sponsored by the Department of Art & Culture) – ICC, Cape Town 

 

Art Fairs 

2019 START Art Fair London – Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg 

 

Awards (5/16 – Full list available on request) 

2010 Elle New Talent Photographer Search – Top 10 Finalist 

2010  Fuji Film Professional Awards, Art Manipulation Category – Silver  
2009  Fuji Film Professional Awards – Image of the Year 

2009  PIX Magazine, Tamron Gallery – Image of the Year   

2009 PIX Awards, Fine Art Category – Highly Commended 

2008  Fuji Film Professional Awards, Student Portfolio Category – Gold 

 

Publications (11/23 – Full list available on request) 

2018 Human.Nature by Natalie Field, Exhibition Catalogue, Berman Contemporary, Johannesburg, South Africa, April 2018  
2018 A Profound State of Existential Awareness – Art Africa Magazine, South Africa, March 2018 

2018 Creating striking in-camera effects with Natalie Field – Outdoor Photo, South Africa, March 2018   

2018  Human.Nature – Creative Feel Magazine, South Africa, March 2018 

2018  Featured in Being Freelance, South Africa, January 2018 
2017  Cyanotype, creating botanical prints with alternative drying process by Natalie Field, September 2018 – online 

2017  Featured in ITCH Magazine, Issue 21: Flux, June 2017 

2016  Featured in Arteles Creative Centre’s 2016 Skep/Create, August 2016 

2015  Featured in SA Creative Network, August 2015 

2015  Featured in ITCH Magazine, Issue 15: Hiatus, July 2015 
2011  208 Art & Artists of the Eastern Cape catalogue – The Athenaeum, Port Elizabeth, South Africa   

2010  Featured in Elle Magazine South Africa, November 2010 

 

Video 

2018  Human.Nature, Natalie Field – Berman Contemporary 

 

Presentations (4/11 – Full list available on request) 

2018  Nikon School, Johannesburg 

2017 Photo & Film Expo, TicketPro Dome, Johannesburg 

2016 Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University, Photography Department, Port Elizabeth 

2015 Photo & Film Expo, Coca-Cola Dome, Johannesburg 
 

Artist Residencies 

2016  Arteles Creative Centre, October Residency, Hämeenkyrö, Finland 

 

Education 
2018  Foundations of Black & White Photography, Alternative Print Workshop, Johannesburg 

2017  Salt Process, Alternative Print Workshop, Johannesburg 

2017  Cyanotype Process, Alternative Print Workshop, Johannesburg 

2016  Professional Practise in Visual Arts, Lizamore & Associates Gallery, Johannesburg 

2009 B. Tech Photography (cum laude) Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University, Port Elizabeth 
 

 

 

ARTIST RESUME 
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WORK IN PROGRESS 

2019 

Cosmic Entanglement 
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HUMAN.NATURE 

2018 

Water - Mother, 2018 

Photomontage 

Edition of 10 plus one Artist’s Proof 

Size: 84,1 x 59,4 cm 
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CINEMATIC TABLEAUX: Human.Nature 

The story of our universe begins with a singularity. Due to some inconceivable force, space expanded and matter formed. The stars, 

the earth, oceans, animals – and even our bodies – are all made from this matter that has existed since the beginning of time. The 

dictionary has a term for this collective: NATURE. We are, quite literally, stardust. 

Human.Nature considers humanity and our relationship with nature, both the external environment as well as our inner biology. It is a 

return to nature. The city dweller reconnecting with the earth. Soft moss under bare feet. Cold air against warm body. The body that 

will eventually return to the soil to give life anew. 

This photo-essay is very personal to me. It is my reaction to the fear of dying; my search for solace. As such, I thought it pertinent to 

act as the protagonist in my own tale. Using self-portraiture as a tool for artistic expression, it soon came to light that this was an 

opportunity to add a new skill to my repertoire: Performance Art. Like stills from a film, frozen frames in time confront the viewer with 

images exploring creation, evolution and metamorphosis. 

Working in a foreign environment, I felt that it was important to draw inspiration from both the landscape and culture. Several of the 

cinematic images from Human.Nature are imbued with narratives from Finnish mythologies surrounding concepts of the soul and the 

transmigration thereof.  

Dancer in the Woods 

Photomontage 

Edition of 10 plus two Artist’s Proofs 

Size: 84,1 x 59,4 cm 

Ört-Bi 

Photomontage 

Edition of 10 plus two Artist’s Proofs 

Size: 84,1 x 59,4 cm 

To Give Life Anew 

Photomontage 

Edition of 10 plus two Artist’s Proofs 

Size: 84,1 x 59,4 cm 

Sielulintu 

Photomontage 

Edition of 10 plus two Artist’s Proofs 

Size: 84,1 x 59,4 cm 
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MEMENTO MORI 

2017-2018 

Human, where is your fur?, 2017 

Photomontage 

Edition of 10 plus two Artist’s Proofs 

Size: 84,1 x 84,1 cm 
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PHOTOMONTAGE: “Memento Mori” 

This collection includes a series of large-format photomontages crafted digitally from deconstructed imagery to create suspended still 

lifes in which biological forms are woven together to illustrate the reciprocal interaction found throughout nature. 

The work explores the cosmos as a cyclical, closed system that demands balance. Each talisman of organic morphology is crafted 

around a hexagonal framework inspired by sacred geometry. Used as a visual tool for contemplating the underlying mathematical 

nature of the universe, it has become a symbol of harmony and balance in many cultures. It reflects the principle of the Tao Taijituthe 

yin and yang illustrating the interconnectedness of contradictory yet complimentary, dualistic forces that together create a monistic 

whole.  

This mercurial and ephemeral nature of Nature is explored through concepts around creation, evolution, metamorphosis and the 

transmigration of the soul. The first law of thermodynamics states that energy cannot be created nor destroyed, it can only be changed 

from one form to another. The images presented celebrate this infinite cycle of life and alleviate the fear of death. For, in time, this 

energy that was once you will transmute to form new life.  

To me, this continuation of the life force is the transmigration of the soul. 

Building blocks of life, 2018  

Photomontage 

Edition of 10 plus two Artist’s Proofs 

Size: 84,1 x 84,1 cm 

Birds are nestling in my head, 2017  

Photomontage 

Edition of 10 plus two Artist’s Proofs 

Size: 84,1 x 84,1 cm 
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BREATHE IN... BREATHE OUT... LET THE HUMAN IN...   

2015 

From stone tools to harnessing energy and now genetic engineering, human biology has evolved alongside our technology.  These 

advancements have created a chasm between Human and Nature. We have become detached from our own bodies, the food we eat 

and the planet we live on. As we enter the Anthropocene Age (a world made by human design), it seems that the next step in man’s 

evolution will be the Singularity: a state in which humans transcend their biology to become one with technology through artificial 

intelligence, biological enhancement or brain-computer interface. 

 

In defiance of the trans-human form of the future, these surrealist works contemplate our current state of singularity with Nature. 

Working with natural elements from the ocean serves as a reminder of our long evolutionary journey and the ever-evolving state of 

human existence, while the female form – a symbol of life – implores the viewer to consider what happens to our biology when we 

become technology. 

Isolated Contemplation to  

Contemplate your Isolation, 2015 

Photomontage 

Edition of 10 plus two Artist’s Proofs 

Size: 84,1 x 84,1 cm 

 

But to fly like Icarus, 2015 

Photomontage 

Edition of 10 plus two Artist’s Proofs 

Size: 84,1 x 84,1 cm 

Equilibrium, 2015 

Photomontage 

Edition of 10 plus two Artist’s Proofs 

Size: 84,1 x 84,1 cm 

A return to the beginning, 2015 

Photomontage 

Edition of 10 plus two Artist’s Proofs 

Size: 84,1 x 84,1 cm 

The very moment of rupture, 2015 

Photomontage 

Edition of 10 plus two Artist’s Proofs 

Size: 84,1 x 84,1 cm 
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Berman Contemporary is rooted in the growing understanding of the cultural 

richness and diversity of South African contemporary art. The gallery’s collection 

centres on a vibrant group of artists living and working in South Africa. 

 

Through studio visits, the gallery establishes connections to artists from all walks 

of life whose unique artistic processes celebrate their historical and cultural 

heritage and give voice to their complex societal realities, evoking an active and 

interpretative experience for the viewer. 

 

Berman Contemporary was established to promote the work created by these 

local artists. The gallery further aims to establish a synergistic network between 

South African artists and their global contemporaries, many of whom evidently 

want to engage with the current South African art scene – not only as observers, 

but as active analysts, experimenters and contributors within this context and with 

this specific audience in mind.  



BERMAN CONTEMPORARY SOUTH AFRICAN ART / ARTIST PORTFOLIO / NATALIE FIELD 10 

ARTIST PORTFOLIO 

NATALIE FIELD 


